
  

Session Five
OLLI: A Walk Through Berkshire History
Spring 2019 © Michael Forbes Wilcox
Quick Review of first three properties

This session: Alford Springs & Parsons Marsh
Next Up: Keystone Arch Bridges (Session Six)

https://ucc-lee.org/wp-content/uploads/Fountain-Preservation-info.pdf

● https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/mohicans-and-the-mohawk-trail-nothing-about-us-without-us,573028?
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Nothing About Us Without Us



  





  



  

Berkshire Towns
Population, Area, Density



  

Population by Town 2010 Census



 



 



  

Alford Factoids

● The first English squatters came in 1750

● Land formally conveyed by the Natives in 1762 in two parcels:

– Shawenon Purchase of the central and southern part of town

– Greenland Grant in the northern part

● Incorporated in 1773, named after

– A town in England

– John Alford of Charlestown (1686-1761), founder of the professorship of 
natural religion, moral philosophy, and civil polity at Harvard University, 
supporter of the society for the propagation of the gospel among the 
Indians

– Colonel John Alford of Charlestown, who was known for his work in 
preaching Christianity to Native Americans, and for sponsoring a 
theology professorship at Harvard College’s Divinity School* [town 
website] *did not exist until 1816



  

Podunk

The place we now call Alford, after a town in England, 
or John Alford, or my father's story, was originally 
known as Podunk. Place names in the Algonquin 
languages are descriptive, and there are many places 
in the Northeast that were called Podunk, which 
means something like “the place where you sink in” – 
in other words, a marshy area. If you're familiar with 
the center of our valley, you can see why it was called 
that. The stream we now call the Alford Brook was 
once called the Seekonk River. Seekonk is an 
Algonquin word probably meaning “black goose” or 
perhaps “wild geese.”



  

The Wilcox Name

Alford's first Town Meeting was held in 
February 1773. David Ingersoll was the 
Moderator, and he was also our 
Representative to the Great and General 
Court in Boston. A fellow named Sylvanus 
Wilcox was constable and collector, and he 
later became a Selectman and a Captain in 
the Continental Army.



  

Old Beaver Dam along the Alford Brook (Seekonk River)



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



 

6.3 miles



 



  



  

View south from the corner of Alford Springs



  

Dr. Richard Beebe

1884 History of Berkshire County

Alford page 594

Richard Beebe, a graduate of the Berkshire 
Medical College in 1854, is now the only doctor 
in town.



  



  



  



  

Lenox and Parsons Marsh

● First English inhabitant of Lenox was Jonathan Hinsdale of Hartford in 1750

● Reeve – in Anglo-Saxon times, the chief magistrate of a town or district

● Later, the term was used more broadly; a Shire Reeve (Sheriff) had wider 
jurisdiction

● Lenox elected Deer Reeves until 1774 to enforce the hunting ban on deer 
and moose from December 21 to August 11.

● Until 1782, there was a bounty of 80 schillings (half paid by the province) for 
wolves

● In 1762, the province (under Governor Bernard) decided to offer 10 
townships for sale, over the objections of the resident Indians

● Township #8 had already been sold by two sachems known as Yokun and 
Ephraim – in 1765 #8 became Richmont (a misspelling of the Duke of 
Richmond, Charles Lennox). In 1767, Yokuntown and part of Washington 
became Lenox, and Mount Ephraim became Richmond. 



  

Scott #1141



  

Thomas Jefferson September 23, 1800

… that delusion on the clause of the constitution, which, 
while it secured the freedom of the press, covered also the 
freedom of religion, had given to the clergy a very favorite 
hope of obtaining an establishment of a particular form of 
Christianity thro' the U. S.; and as every sect believes its 
own form the true one, every one perhaps hoped for his 
own, but especially the Episcopalians & 
Congregationalists. The returning good sense of our 
country threatens abortion to their hopes, & they believe 
that any portion of power confided to me, will be exerted in 
opposition to their schemes. And they believe rightly; for

I have sworn upon the altar of god, eternal hostility 
against every form of tyranny over the mind of man. 



  

More Lenox Factoids

● In 1794 non-Congregationalists were exempted from paying the church tax 
(to support the Minister):

– 40 Episcopalians

– 25 Baptists

– 11 Methodists

● On July 6, 1774, Lenox sent a delegation to the Berkshire Congress in 
Stockbridge. In early 1775 a delegate to the Provincial Congress was 
selected, and it was decided to purchase muskets, bayonets, et cetera.

● April 19, the Battle of Lexington; Berkshire County sent at least five 
companies of soldiers to the east. After the British Evacuation (March 17, 
1776), the Massachusetts regiment marched toward Canada, but were 
turned back by American defeat in Quebec before they arrived, and were 
involved in the capture of Burgoyne at Saratoga, and the battles in Trenton 
and Princeton, with General Washington.



  



  

1876 Map



  

Now the Lenox Club (1914)
1924 golf course expanded to 18 holes

1932 Aspinwall Hotel burned down



  



  

In 1901, the widower Parsons married into more money, in the person 
of the widow Mrs. David Wolfe Bishop, who owned another of the 

cottages nearby, Interlaken. She was fifty, he was seventy.



  



  



  



  



  



  

circa 1895



  

from Book of Berkshires 1904



  

Stonover Properties in 1914



  

Stonover Farm



  



  

Lenox

● John “Jack” Drummond Kennedy 1897-1975
● Married to Elsie Parsons
● Another Parsons daughter, Mary, owned land 

that eventually became the Mass Audubon 
Pleasant Valley Wildlife Sanctuary. 


